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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DENIES RE- 
PORT SOVIET WISH TERRITORIAL CESSIONS TO SOMALIA 

1 . ETHIOPIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MOFA) HAS ISSUED 
OFFICIAL DISCLAIMER TO AUGUST 4 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE, 
DATELINED MOGADISCIO, CLAIMING THAT SOVIET UNION HAS PRO- 
POSED ETHIOPIA CEDE PART OF HER TERRITORY TO SOMALIA. AS 
CARRIED AUGUST 6 ETHIOPIAN HERALD, MOFA SPOKESMAN MAINTAINED, 
"SOVIET UNION FULLY ADHERES TO PRINCIPLES TERRITORIAL INTE- 
GRITY AND INVIOLABILITY OF STATE FRONTIERS, AS DEMONSTRATED 
BY JOINT COMMUNIQUE SIGNED IN MOSCOW LAST SPRING." MOFA 
SPOKESMAN WARNED, "IF SOMALIA DISREGARDS THESE PRINCIPLES 
THE RESULT MAY WELL BE TO DISADVANTAGE OF SOMALIA AS IT IS 
PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED." 

2. TO MAKE EPMG POSITION CLEAR, SPOKESMAN STATED 
THERE CAN BE NO COMPROMISE IN ISSUES OF ETHIOPIAN TERRI- 
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TORIAL INTEGRITY OR ON REVOLUTION ITSELF. BOTH WOULD BE 
PROTECTED BY ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE, REGARDLESS OF SACRIFICE, AND 
THE SOONER ALL CONCERNED RECOGNIZED "THIS HARD FACT, THE 
BETTER IT WILL SERVE LASTING INTERESTS OF ALL PEOPLE IN RE- 
GION," WORLD PEACE, AND SECURITY. 

3. AUGUST 7 ETHIOPIAN HERALD EDITORIAL AGAIN CHARACTERIZED 
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POST ARTICLE AS EXAMPLE WESTERN MEDIA EFFORTS TO HAMPER 
ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION AND DISMEMBER ETHIOPIAN STATE. OTHER 
EXAMPLES CITED OF WESTERN DISTORTIONS INCLUDE ERRONEOUS 
REPORTING FALL OF DIRE DAWA, ASMARA AND JIJIGA AND "TO ADD 
INSULT TO INJURY, READING IN TOTO RUBBISH HANDOUTS SENT 
FROM MOGADISCIO." 

4. COMMENT: MOFA SPOKESMAN’S COMMENTS ON TERRITORIAL INTE- 
GRITY SEEM DIRECTED NOT ONLY AT WESTERN PRESS. BUT AT ALL 
PARTIES INVOLVED IN HORN OF AFRICA, PRESUMABLY, INCLUDING 
USSR. MOREOVER, THERE IS NO MENTION AT ALL IN MOSCOW COM 
MUNIQUE AFTER MENGISTU VISIT OF EITHER TERRITORIAL INTE- 
GRITY OR INVIOLABILITY OF FRONTIERS. MOFA STATEMENT MAY 
THUS BE BACKHANDED MEANS OF REMINDING USSR OF THAT FACT, 
WHICH HAS TAKEN ON ADDITIONAL SIGNIFICANCE IN INTERIM. 
EMBASSY HAS NOT SEEN POST ARTICLE AND WOULD WELCOME SOME 
DETAILS ON WHAT WAS ACTUALLY WRITTEN. 

TIENKEN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CESSION, SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 08-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ADDIS04785 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770285-0216 

Format: TEL 

From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770887/aaaacvsi.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b8dd5160-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1680210 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ETHIOPIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DENIES RE- PORT SOVIET WISH TERRITORIAL CESSIONS TO SOMALIA 
TAGS: PBOR, ET, SO, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b8dd5160-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



